                    NEMOA BASEBALL NEWSLETTER

                                        FALL 2009
Fellow Umpires,

      This newsletter is being sent to give you information on training, assigning, fees and recruitment for the 2010 baseball season. In 2010 the varsity fee will go to $65 and the JV fee will go to $51. Also the contract includes a 1 and 1/2 game fee if an official works alone on a baseball game.  We are currently in negotiations with HCPS on contract for 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 school years. 
        We registered 35 umpires for the 2009 season and we had only two games with one umpire.  We as an association need to add approximately 5 more new members for the high school baseball program because of the addition of a new high school and because we want to continue have 2 umpires for every varsity and JV game. So please tell fellow umpires about the HS program and get them involved. I have had inquires from approximately ten new umpires about doing HS baseball this coming year. The NEMOA recruitment bonus program is still in effect paying your baseball dues if you recruit a new member and they stay for a full season and then register for a second season. 
       I did an end of season evaluation last May and received 19 replies out of a possible 35 registered baseball umpires.  I will discuss suggestions and issues contained in the evaluations with you at first meeting. 
        Based on the evaluations I received, Chris will again be the assignor for baseball and softball this year and will continue to use the Arbiter software program. So you will need access to a computer to receive, accept and turn in assignments.     
        The training course schedule and all training materials will be on the NEMOA web site. I have already sent 2010 training schedule to registered umpires from last year and some new prospects. The course this year starts on Thurs, Jan 14, 2010, and consists of nine meetings including the annual meeting, the state test, the state rules clinic and a makeup date in case of bad weather.  All training meetings except the state clinic and annual meeting will be at Patterson Mill HS from 7-9 PM on Thursdays. The state rules clinic will be on Tuesday, February 2, at Patterson Mill HS from 7-8 PM with the softball clinic from 8-9 PM for those umpires doing both sports. The location for the annual meeting on Thursday, March 4th is to be determined.  Based on the NEMOA bylaws, members are required make a majority of the training sessions and required meetings. So you will need to make five of the nine meetings. If you miss more than four of the nine meetings without a written excuse (email or phone call) to me, you will be fined $25 per missed meeting and will not be eligible for post season assignments. Additionally based on MPSSAA regulations, attendance at the state clinic and state test is mandatory. If you miss either one, you will not be registered for HS baseball. Finally you must score 70 or above on the state test in order to be registered for HS baseball.  If you don’t score 70 or above on the test, you will have the opportunity to retake the test at a later date in order to score a passing grade. 
            Again this year we plan to do all of our correspondence via email so I will confirm with each of you a current and usable email address.  You also need to give us a working cell phone number so the assignor can reach you with last minute game assignment changes.  We will again have an umpire roster for your use during the season.  I will post baseball information and training material on the NEMOA website (www.nemoa.info).  The 2010 training material will be updated before New Years for your review and printing before the course starts on 14 Jan.  
       Finally, at the first training meeting on 14 Jan, new officials have to pay MPSSAA dues of $27 for 2010 and fill out a registration form.  Returning NEMOA officials have already paid their state dues for 2010.  NEMOA dues of $50 for 2010 will be deducted from each umpire’s first check.

             Please contact me with further questions and or comments.  Phone number is 410-836-9576 and email is tlguinivan@yahoo.com.

                                                                                                    Tom Guinivan

                                                                                               VP Baseball NEMOA

